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Morris Kline delivered the opening remarks for the Analysis 
and Topology Session. He began by noting that his work was 
primarily of a mathematical nature, history being only a hobby. 
He felt nevertheless that the subject of the history of mathematics 
has values for both research and teaching, as already noted in 
previous sessions. 
This was, to his knowledge, one of the first meetings ever to 
bring together historians of mathematics and research mathematicians. 
He then expressed thanks to G. Birkhoff and the Academy for making 
it possible. 
Kline then queried, "Why is such a meeting necessary?". In 
answer he said that as soon as research became a significant 
activity in the U.S. early in this century, research mathematicians 
became rather snobbish about the history of mathematics. Historians 
were hardly recognized and barely tolerated. Few historians of 
mathematics were members of mathematics departments. 
Despite this snobbishness, the study of the history of 
mathematics has survived. Professor Kline attributes this survival 
to two factors: (1) There are a number of historians who have 
persevered through many decades to keep the history of mathematics 
alive, and (2) As attendance at this conference indicated, there 
are some research mathematicians who are willing to cooperate 
with 'historians. These men take a broader and more understanding 
view of what history can do for research and for teaching. 
Finally, Kline commented that the Analysis and Topology Session 
would be concerned more or less with some of the problems that 
exist in defining just what mathematics is. He referred to 
Herman Weyl's statement that perhaps mathematics is no more than 
the history of mathematics. "Mathematicizing may well be a 
creative activity of man, like language or music, of primary 
originality like music and art, whose historical decisions defy 
complete objective rationalization." (Obituary Notices of the 
Royal Society 4 (1944), 547-553 = [C32, Vol. 4, pp. 121-9)) 
Kline continued, 'I... those of us who think that mathematics is 
something beyond the history, something in the form of an 
ideal logical structure, may have to backtrack a bit, and perhaps 
regard that concept of mathematics as an ideal which we can 
pursue, but which, according to Weyl, we may never attain." 
On this note, the session commenced. 
